Flag Retirement Ceremony

Arranged by: Ron & Leslie Josephsen

Outpost 10, Chestnut Assembly of God

New Jersey District,

 Southern Section Royal Rangers

Items Needed:




1 worn U.S. Flag  (preferably made of cotton)




1 Table  (standard 6’ will do)




Black Table Skirting (optional)




2 Pairs of Scissors




1 Fire Pit (half oil drum, on stand)




Somber music (we used ‘Saving Private Ryan’ soundtrack)

Personnel Needed:




1 MC (to read Prelude)




1 Narrator (to read ceremony)




2 ‘Flag Bearers’




2 ‘Cutters’ (two people to cut up the Flag)




13 Commanders/Boys (to retire the ‘Stripes’)




1 Commander (to retire the ‘Blue Field’)




1 fire tender

This Ceremony was used at a District PowWow, so we had a fair amount of people to choose from, while selecting participants. You may want to adjust the number of people, and maybe double-up on duties, to fit your specific needs. The Ceremony took place just prior to the Flag raising, and fit right in, as a natural progression, retiring one old/worn flag, and then raising a fresh new flag.

The fire should already be going, at the start of the ceremony, and all of the participants ready off to the side. Call them to attention, welcome them, and then put them ‘at ease’. This signals the start of the ceremony.

Prelude

Our flag, just a simple piece of cloth, sewn together in a red, white, and blue design.  A piece of cloth that of itself does nothing more than hang or blow in the wind.  But to many thousands of people throughout our Nations’ glorious history, it has stood tall, standing as a monument of Freedom, for all Americans.  Men and woman have given their lives for it, fought for it, cried for it, and revered it as a symbol for the greatest country on earth.  Books, songs, and poems have been written for it, and our National Anthem was inspired by it.  Each day our children are encouraged to pledge their allegiance to it, and when ever it is raised or passes by, we all place our hands over our hearts or salute it.  It stands for the freedom we all share and the pride and patriotism we feel for our country.

But when the flag has served its usefulness, and is no longer suitable to represent our country, it must be retired and replaced.


NARRATOR - Our flag is the symbol of our country. Have you ever stopped to think what the flag really means? The Blue in our flag stands for valor which our ancestors fought and died for in the many battles that have been fought for our country and all for which it stands. 

The White stands for the purity in all of our hearts. It also represent the honor that each of us should show in all that we do in our everyday lives. 

The Red stands for all of the men and women who have died in the service of our country, both as members of the armed forces and as everyday citizens. 

Our flag has gone into every battle into which there have been United States citizens, from the American Revolution to the Civil War, to WW I, to WW II, to the Korean Conflict the Viet Nam War to the Desert Storm. 

It has flown over some battles that were never declared, such as Beirut where the Marine Barracks was blown up by terrorists' at the Alfred Murrah Building in Oklahoma City, and most recently by the rescuers at the World Trade Center. 

In all of these, we the American people have stayed true to the values that the Flag represents. We should always value the sacrifices that have been made for our flag and the country that it represents. 

We have an old friend here who has fulfilled his duty to our country. He has become worn and tattered and we are here today to retire him with honor. 

We shouldn't be sad about the retirement of our friend. We are not burning him in anger; we are only releasing his spirit so that he can continue to serve us in our thoughts. 

Troop Attention: 

(All stand at attention please.)

No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United State of America.

Color Guard enters in silence, taking half steps, displaying unfurled flag, and carrying it to the table. The two ‘cutters’ are already in place behind the table.

(Carry the Flag like a sick friend, not stretched out, but draped a little bit.) 

DO NOT LAY THE FLAG DOWN, UNTILL PLEDGE IS SAID.

When comes the time that it is old and faded, do not let it fly in disrepair, rather retire it from its duties and replace it with a new flag so that it may symbolize our country. The Flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.

With this, renew your commitment to what this flag stands for and say the Pledge of Allegiance one final time.

(Color Guard lays Flag on the table, then stands Guard at front ends of table)

(‘Cutters’ now begin to separate the colors)

I AM YOUR FLAG
I was born on June 14, 1777
I am more than cloth shaped into a design. 
I am the refuge of the world's oppressed people. 
I am the silent sentinel of Freedom. 
I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth. 
I am the inspiration for which American Patriots gave their lives and fortunes. 
I have led your sons in to battle from Valley Forge to the blistering desert of the Arabian Peninsula. 
I walked in silence with each of your honored dead to their final resting place beneath the silent white crosses, row upon row. 
I have flown through peace and war, strife and prosperity, and amidst it all I have been respected. 

"Old Glory" is my nickname; proudly I wave on high. Honor me. respect me, defend me with your lives and fortunes. Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position lest I never return. Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy. Worship Eternal God and keep his commandments, and I shall remain the bulwark of peace of freedom for all people. 

FOR I AM YOUR FLAG!
"I AM OLD GLORY" I am Old Glory; for more than 9 score years I have been the banner of hope and freedom for generation after generation of Americans. Born amid the first flames of America's fight for freedom, I am the symbol of a country that has grown from a little group of 13 colonies to a united nation of 50 sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American Faith, my gently fluttering folds have proved an inspiration to untold millions. Men have followed me into battle with unwavering courage. They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity. They have prayed that they and their fellow citizens might continue to enjoy the life, liberty and pursuit of happiness, which have been granted to every American as the heritage of free men. So long as men love liberty more than life itself, so long as they treasure the priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers; so long as the principles of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America. 

(Stop here until the colors are completely separated. Then continue:) 

Now I would invite each participant to take a piece of cloth from the table and each of you in turn place it on the fire.

(Red first, with a pause, then White)

My red stripes symbolize the blood spilled in defense of the glorious nation.
Let us retire the Red Stripes--Salute! 

(burn the RED stripes) 

Two. 

My white stripes signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons.
Let us retire the White Stripes --Salute. 

(burn the white stripes) 

Two. 

My blue field is indicative of God's heaven under which we fly. My stars, clustered together, unify 50 States as one for God and Country.
Let us retire the Blue Field with Stars.--Salute. 

(burn the BLUE Field with Stars) 

Two 

Color Guard files out in silence. 

